
• Hawley City Hall   
   Walk-up Window Open 

  218-483-3331                                       
305 6th Street      

  Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
   www.hawley.govoffice.com 
   info@ci.hawley.mn.us  

• Hawley Deputy Registrar  

Walk-up Window Open May 4 FOR 
VEHICLE RENEWALS ONLY 

   Open 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
  Motor Vehicle Licenses           

 DNR Licenses 
  Sorry - No Drivers’  Licenses 

• City Council Meetings        
 May 4th & 18th 
         (the Meetings are broadcast live    
          on Arvig Local Channel 14 at  
          5:30 p.m.) 

• Recycling Center  - Closed                             

• Garbage Pick-up - 1 change:  
Mon, May 25 will change to Tue, May 
26 for the Memorial Day holiday 
• Utility Emergency - After Hours # 

701-238-7657 

• Community Center  -Closed  

• Spring Clean Up Day(s)  
        Postponed until later this 
 summer 
         

Call Before You Dig it’s the law! 
Contact GSOC by calling:  

651-454-0002 or  
1-800-252-1166 or 811  

City of Hawley Newsletter May 2020 

CENSUS 2020 — COVID-19 has delayed the census workers and 
they have not yet come door-to-door in 
Hawley with a request to fill out your census.   
To-date, only 38.9% of City of Hawley 
residents have filled out their census. 
  Please participate in the US Census in one 
of two ways:  
  do it on-line at my2020census.gov   
or     
 call 844-330-2020  

 
And use your physical address 
which can be found on your  

City utility billing.     
It is only 10 questions and takes 
just a few minutes.  Thank you! 

Memorial Day commemorates the men and women 
who died while in the military service of their country, 
particularly those who died in battle or as a result of 
wounds sustained in battle.  In other words, the purpose 
of Memorial Day is to memorialize the veterans who made 

the ultimate sacrifice for their country.  We spend time remembering those who 
lost their lives and could not come home, reflecting on their service and why we 
have the luxury and freedom that we enjoy today. We might consider how we can 
support and safeguard their grieving families and loved ones who are left behind. 
   Traditionally, on Memorial Day, people visit cemeteries and memorials, and 
volunteers often place American flags on each grave site at national cemeteries.  A 
national moment of remembrance takes place at 3:00 p.m. local time. 

It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men who died.  Rather we should thank God that 
such men lived. — George S. Patton 
 

We come, not to mourn our dead soldiers, but to praise them.  
    – Francis Amasa Walker 
The legacy of heroes is the memory of a great name and the inheritance of a great 
example. – Benjamin Disraeli 

We cannot live for ourselves alone.  

Our lives are connected by a 

thousand invisible threads, and 

along these sympathetic fibers,  

our actions run as causes and  

return to us as results.   

Herman Melville 

Arbor Month Proclamation 
WHEREAS: The health of the people is tied to the health of our forests; and 
WHEREAS: Trees and forests improve our physical health by cleaning the air, reducing exposure to the 
sun’s UV rays, and decreasing temperatures during the summertime; and 
WHEREAS: Childhood asthma rates are lower in urban communities that have a higher density of 
trees; and 
WHEREAS: Trees and forests improve our mental health by reducing stress and increasing 
concentration; and 
WHEREAS: Trees provide air pollution control; and  

WHEREAS: Forests create high-quality drinking water by acting as a natural filter; and 
WHEREAS: Getting a daily dose of trees is healthy for all Minnesotans; and 
WHEREAS: The last Friday in April, and throughout the month of May, Minnesotans pay special 
tribute to all the natural resources, and dedicate themselves to the continued vitality of Minnesota’s 
forests. 

THEREFORE, I, James Joy, Mayor of Hawley, do hereby proclaim the month of 
May 2020, as Arbor Month in Hawley.  

COVID-19 PUBLIC HOTLINE(S) 

Health questions: 

651-201-3920  or  1-800-657-3903 
 

Schools & child care questions: 

651-297-1304  or 1-800-657-3504 
 

Available 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 



Westgate Park & other city parks  

° All City Parks are open during daylight hours 
- please practice social distancing 6’ between 
people/families.  The open areas,  walking 
paths, and picnic areas are all open.   
° Playground Equipment is closed at this time 
due to COVID-19 precautions.   
°  The Restrooms in Westgate Park are closed 
at this time due to COVID-19 precautions. 
°  Westgate Park has security cameras that 
are monitored by the Hawley PD.  
° If you see any suspicious activity anywhere 
in the City,  please notify the police right 
away. 
° We will open the playground equipment and 
restrooms as soon as the governor says that it 
is safe to do so.   
   Fortunately Hawley has many parks with lots 
of green space and open area to enjoy.   
Please stay safe and healthy during this 
unprecedented time of social distancing.    

City of Hawley’s continued response to coronavirus (COVID-19)  5-1-2020    

    The Hawley City Council and City of Hawley Staff are committed to serving you, our 
residents and customers, through any difficult time and this dedication to service will 
not change. 
    Many of our functions (Electricity, Natural Gas, Water, Sanitary Sewer, Police 
Protection, etc.) are critical and must operate safely 24/7.    We will remain vigilant in 
monitoring the situation and keeping our workplaces safe and functional so that you 
can do the same at your homes and businesses.   
The Council will continually revisit our safety measures and will post changes as they 
occur on City website, Facebook page, and in newsletters. 
►Hawley Motor Vehicle Office will reopen on Monday, May 4th with limited services: 

vehicle renewal work & DNR registrations.  We will be able to assist MV customers one 
(1) at a time, through our walk-up window in the main entryway.   Please keep a 6’ 
distance on the sidewalk from other customers who are waiting.     
►Hawley City Hall has closed our lobby.  We are able to assist our City & Utility 

customers through our walk-up window in the main entryway.  We have a drop box for 
utility payments available in the main entrance and the option to view and pay your 
utility bills on-line from a link on our website: www.hawley.govoffice.com   You can also 
call us and we can help with many things over the phone - especially if there is a long 
line with Motor Vehicle customers (218)483-3331. 
►Hawley Liquors is open 11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
►Community Center currently closed.    
►Recycling Center currently closed (We are working on a way to get recycling opened 

very soon.  Watch our website & Facebook page for updates.)   
►Garbage Changes via Fuchs Sanitation – Please bag all garbage to protect their 

workers (no loose garbage.)  They will not be picking up any large fabric items (couches, 

chairs, mattresses, box springs, etc.) at this time.   
►Clean Up Days are currently postponed to later this summer.  We will schedule as soon 

as possible and get the word out to our customers. 

►  The City Council made a determination that  in-person meeting is not practical or 

prudent due to the COVID-19 health pandemic and are using Electronic/Telephonic 
means to hold upcoming meetings.  We live broadcast our regular Council meetings on 
the local Arvig cable channel  May 4 & 18 at 5:30 p.m.  We will have more information 
on the City Website, Facebook Page and you can call City Hall the day of the meeting to 
get the details so the public can call or log in/monitor the meeting remotely. 
►Any non-essential City meetings will be postponed at this time.   

If you are sick please do not come into any City buildings & stay home.    
Please stay calm and informed.  The following websites have official Federal and State 
information and suggestions to keep you and your family safe.     
  www.cdc.gov/COVID19 
  www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/index.html 

Business Resources 
West Central Initiative  
                      https://www.wcif.org/covid-19-resources/covid-19-resources.html  

State of MN Resources   https://mn.gov/deed/newscenter/covid/employers/ 
Federal Resources               https://americassbdc.org/coronavirus-information/ 

Motor Vehicle Opening May 4th for renewals 
▸Customers with 1 renewal will be helped 1 
person at a time at the walk-up window.  
▸Customers with 2 or more renewals will be 
asked to hand us the renewal, payment, and 
their phone # at the window.  They will then be 
asked to wait in their car while staff processes 
their multiple transactions at our regular motor 
vehicle stations.  If we have questions when 
processing we will call their phone # and get 
those answers.  As soon as their work is 
completed they will be called and can come to 
the window to pick up their completed work and 
stickers/plates. (This should be a fairly quick 
process – depending upon how many 
transactions they have.) 
▸NOTE: if the customer has attempted to 
renew their tabs on-line unsuccessfully, they 
need to wait at least 1-week before the state 
system “clears” that attempt. After the 1-week, 
they can come in and we can try and renew 
their tabs for them. 
Titles– Sorry No Title work/transfers at this time 
from individual customers. 
 

IMPORTANT Renewals - need to have:   
#1) payment by check or cash (no credit cards);  
#2) your insurance company name, policy number 
& expiration date (mm/dd/yy); and  
#3) your printed renewal form.  We can use your 
license plate number & drivers license if you do not 
have your renewal form.   
▸Please keep 6’ distancing on the sidewalk or wait 
inside your car.   
▸Thank you for working together with us to get 
your work processed as efficiently as possible.  We 
appreciate your patience.   

Congratulations Hawley Graduates 2020 - Your 

community is proud of 

how resilient you have 

been during this  

COVID-19 pandemic.    

 

UPDATE ON HAWLEY COMMUNITY EVENTS: 
Due to health concerns, governors directives, and ensuring safety, many of our  

Volunteer Groups  are sad to report that their events are postponed.   All of these 

groups will be pleased to see you back at the events next year!  

►Breakfast on the Farm    ►HERT 5K walk/run 

►Poppy Sales    ►Health Fair 

►RDO Day of Play    ►Memorial Day Program 

THANK YOU to everyone in our Hawley Community that 

have taken the time to care for your families and/or helped 

your neighbors.  We are all in this TOGETHER. 

http://www.hawley.govoffice.com
http://www.cdc.gov/COVID19
http://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/index.html
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.wcif.org%2fcovid-19-resources%2fcovid-19-resources.html&c=E,1,NBoRQrlI5ofQ9GICluPBMhWYxUdpx65Lz6Tka5kmWV9DYolv7_BlWxXUVx_8jMVTkkI_RGO6RDrUCwfyh7hvMqA3eZ3lowmvh59c7lSKTiSOSaY,&typo=1
https://mn.gov/deed/newscenter/covid/employers/
https://americassbdc.org/coronavirus-information/


 
Garbage Service Changes  

The City of Hawley is the garbage service 

provider within the Hawley City limits.   The City 

subcontracts out the actual garbage collection 

and disposal work to Fuchs Sanitation, Inc.  We 

have just negotiated a new 5-year contract with 

Fuchs.   

What’s New: 
We are moving to Wheeled Cart Services, “Totes”; 
►within the next 6 month to 1-year timeframe, every residential 
and commercial customer that has normal pickup will be provided 
with 1- 64 gallon tote; 
►once the totes are fully deployed, Hawley will switch the day that 
garbage is picked up—as their new automated equipment can 
pick up all the totes in 1 day (we do not know which day we are 
switching to & more information will be sent out); 
►until the totes are distributed, we will continue the normal 2– 32 
gallon bags or cans service on your normal day, Monday or 
Thursday;  
►increased Clay County Landfill tipping fees, and Fuchs 
expenses (to include the new totes) have increased the cost of 
garbage services to the City by 11.8%;  
►the Council is proposing a 6% increase to our customers; 
►new garbage rates are proposed under Ordinance 280, for 
service starting May 1, 2020, to be billed on the June 1, 2020 
billing; 
►Residential Rates will increase by $1.12 to $19.80/month; 
►Senior Citizen Rates will increase by 94¢ to $16.80/month; 
►Dumpster services will generally increase by 6% 
-NOTE:  there have been some slight adjustments with some dumpster rates due 
to actual sizes & frequency of dumps 

►Extra Garbage Stickers - are still available for 32 gallon bags or 
cans of garbage;  
►NEW - Large Item Stickers will now be needed to have large 
items picked up and disposed of.  These stickers will cost a little 
over $10 each and available at Tony’s SuperValu & Kirks Super 
Stop. 

►White Goods can be paid for at 
City Hall, where you will get a 
numbered tag you can put on 
your item and take to the 
recycling center when it reopens. 
  White Goods      $15 
(stove, dryer, water heater, microwave) 

  White Goods with Freon $20 
(refrigerator, air conditioner, dehumidifier) 
 
 

Burning restrictions, permits & COVID-19 via the DNR 
• For the health and safety of all Minnesotans, DNR is proactively moving to burning restrictions 

immediately after snowmelt to reduce potential for wildfire and emergency response. 

• DNR is working to reduce additional risks and stressors on the emergency response network to assure 

maximum availability for COVID-19 response. 

• Until further notice, burning variance permits will only be granted for agricultural field and 

construction site preparation, and limited prescribed burning.  

• Within the Hawley City limits, burning in a self-enclosed fire structure is allowed. 

 

The one thing that everyone needs to know:  having a permit or the 
required self-enclosed fire structure does not release you from liability 
if you lose control of the fire.  You will receive a bill from the Fire 
Department if they have to put out an out of control fire.    Please be 
extra careful. 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE 280 AMENDING City 
Code 3-8-1, Schedule B, Garbage Charges   

EFFECTIVE 6-1-2020 billing 
 
   WHEREAS, the Hawley 
City Code establishes that 
certain fees be set and/or 
amended from time to time 
by the Hawley City Council,  
   WHEREAS, the City has 
negotiated with its’ garbage 
subcontractor, Fuchs 
Sanitation, for an addendum 
of the Garbage Service 
Agreement to extend our 
garbage/refuse collection 
services for a 5-year 
contract, and 
   WHEREAS, an increase 
in the fee schedule for 
garbage services is needed 
to start the wheeled cart 
services “totes” and to 
ensure the additional costs 
of the landfill fees are 
recouped. 
   NOW THEREFORE, BE 
IT RESOLVED, by the 
Hawley City Council, that 
City Code 3-8-1, Master Fee 
Schedule, Schedule B, 
Garbage Collection 
Charges, be repealed, and 
   NOW THEREFORE, BE 
IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
by the Hawley City Council, 
to adopt the fee schedule 
City Code 3-8-1, Master Fee 
Schedule, Schedule B, 
Garbage Collection 
Charges, effective June 1, 
2020 billing as listed here. 

Utility Bills - Changes due to pandemic 
• Bills are still due the 10th of each month 

• No Penalties will be applied to Hawley Utility Bills in April & 
May 2020 

• West Central MN Communities Action has NEW 
COVID-19 RELIEF FUNDING THROUGH ENERGY 
ASSISTANCE.  We encourage people to reach out to 
them: even if you haven’t gotten fuel assistance in the 
past; or if you have already received some fuel 
assistance at   1-800-492-4805 Option 1, Extension 1 

• We have an application on the City website for the New 
COVID-19 Fuel Assistance: Hawley.govoffice.com  
under City Departments, City Utilities. 

 



Distributed Energy Resource 
Interconnection Process Adopted 

by Hawley Public Utilities 4-16-2019 
& updated 4-8-2020. 

This policy sets standards for utility 
tariffs for interconnection and 
operation of distributed generation 
facilities.   (These rules generally 
apply to wind or solar energy 
systems.)   
The information can be found on the 
City website    
www.Hawley.govoffice.com            
    Look under… City Departments & 
Services; Public Utilities; Utility 
Applications & Regulations;  
Municipal Distributed Energy 
Resource Interconnection Policy. 

Notification to Customers on  
Electric Co-Generation  

  In compliance with Hawley Public 
Utilities adopted rules relating to 
cogeneration and small power 
production, Hawley Public Utilities is 
obligated to interconnect with and 
purchase electricity from co-
generators and small power 
producers, whom satisfy the 
conditions as a qualifying facility.  
Hawley Public Utilities is obligated to 
provide information regarding rates 
and interconnection requirements 
free of charge to all interested 
customers upon request. 
  
  All interconnections require an 
application and approval to become a 
qualifying facility.  Any dispute over 
interconnection, sales, and purchases 
are subject to resolution by the 
Hawley Public Utilities Commission. 
  Interested customers should contact 
Hawley Public Utilities, 305 6th Street, 
PO Box 69, Hawley, MN  56549 or call 
218-483-3331. 

Budget Billing Final Bill 
This utility bill is the final bill for this 
budget billing cycle.  The amount due 
at the bottom is the actual amount 
due on your account.    
►If you happen to show a credit 

amount, it means you have overpaid 
and have zero due right now.   
►Please pay the amount due by May 

10th to remain on the budget billing 
system. 
►If you would like to be on the 

budget billing system and have not 
been in the past, please fill out the 
application (available on City website 
or at City Hall) and return by May 10th.   
►The advantage to budget billing is 

that it averages your previous years’ 
Gas, Electric, & Water usage and then 
you pay the average amount for 11 
months.  Then the final month you 
catch up the account to pay it in full.  
►The bill does vary slightly because 

tax, Fed Water Testing fee, & sewer 
charges are billed actual amounts due. 
►If you have questions feel free to 

give us a call at City Hall 218-483-3331.   
 hawley.govoffice.com  

info@ci.hawley.mn.us  

Q:   Why is my May 1 billing higher 
than normal? 
•Entire families have been home  more 
(24/7) during the stay at home order, 
•More devices & applicances have 
been in use (computers, TVs, cooking, 
etc.), 
•More cleaning may have been done 
(laundry, washing, etc.), 
•More water may be used by restroom 
use and cleaning, and 
•This billing period is from  March 20 
to April 20 and it was still pretty cold at 
the beginning of this billing period. 
    You can always monitor your usage 
by checking your meter, daily at the 
same time to see what your usage is 
and how it varies.   Below is a sample 
chart that can help keep track.  
Subtract the previous daily reading 
from the new daily reading to 
determine how much you used 
(electric, gas, & water meters can all 
be monitored.) 
   Call City Hall if you have questions on 
your usage and we can have your 
meter readings rechecked.     

Q: What is Seasonal Tax on my bill this month?   The State of Minnesota does not collect 
sales tax on Residential Heating fuels (Natural Gas or Electric) portion during the heating 
months.  In May these services again have Sales Tax applied— listed as Seasonal Tax. 

May is NATIONAL ELECTRIC 

SAFETY MONTH 
   Each year, electrical malfunctions 

account for 35,000 home fires causing over 

1,130 injuries, 500 deaths, and $1.4 billion 

in property damage.  

   The average American home was built in 

1977. Many existing homes simply can't 

handle the demands of today's electrical 

appliances and devices. 

   Learn the warning signs of an overloaded 

electrical system: 

• Frequent tripping of circuit breakers 

or blowing of fuses 

• Dimming of lights when other devices 

are turned on 

• Buzzing sound from switches or outlets 

• Discolored outlets 

• Appliances that seem underpowered 

How to avoid overloading circuits 

• Label your circuit breakers to 

understand the different circuits in 

your home 

• Have your home inspected by a 

qualified electrician if older than 40 

years or has had a major appliance 

installed 

• Have a qualified electrician install new 

circuits for high energy use devices 

• Reduce your electrical load by using 

energy-efficient appliances and 

lighting 
 

PROTECTING CHILDREN: 
   Each year, approximately 2,400 children 

suffer severe shock and burns when they 

stick items into the slots of electrical 

receptacles - that is nearly seven children 

a day. It is estimated that there are six to 12 

fatalities a year related to this. Nearly one-

third of these injuries are the result of small 

children placing ordinary household 

objects, such as keys, pins, or paperclips 

into the outlets with disastrous 

consequences. 

   Located in practically every room in 

every house throughout the United States, 

electrical outlets and receptacles 

represent a constant and real danger 

wherever young children are found. 

   But now, new 

technology called 

tamper resistant  

receptacles, or 

TRRs, provide a 

simple, affordable, 

r e l i a b l e ,  a n d 

permanent solution 

to help prevent 

these kinds of 

injuries. 


