HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
JANUARY 21, 2020

The regularly scheduled semi-monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Tuesday, January 21, 2020 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Joy with the following members present: James Joy, Sean Mork, Ben Gunkelman, and Brad Eldred. Absent: Jonathan Donnelly. Also present were Clerk Treasurer Lisa Jetvig, Attorney Zenas Baer, Police Chief Joe Backlund and Marc Ness.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Eldred to approve the amended agenda. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

Marc Ness appeared before the Council requesting that the City purchase an ad in the 2020 Hometown Hawley publication. Ness stated that the publication has been printed for over 25 years as a PR piece for the city. It was discussed that a picture of the City staff could be included in the City's ad this year. The cost of the ad is the same as last year.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Mork to purchase an ad in the 2020 Hometown Hawley publication for $1,760.00 and have Councilmember Donnelly work with the Herald on the layout. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve City of Hawley RESOLUTION 20-03 Approving Interfund Loan Payoff, 2020 Budget Adjustment, and Releasing Committed Funds. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

It was noted that this Police Department building loan is being paid off 5 years early with a substantial savings in interest.

Joy reported that the 3-year Police Union Contract with Teamsters Local 120 is signed and in place.

Joy gave the Council a Public Utilities Commission update. The PUC locked our natural gas price at $2.89 for 2025-2028. The PUC received a presentation on an Automated Grid System for meter reading, etc.

Gunkelman gave the Council an update on the January 15th Heartland Trail meeting. The language for the Heartland Trail did not make it into the Governor's 2020 bonding bill. The Heartland Trail group will be asking for resolutions of support that would help show local support for the trail.

The Council reviewed the Minnesota Housing 2020 Minnesota City Participation Program (MCPP) Application submitted by Housing & Redevelopment Authority (HRA) of Clay County. We were provided with a copy of the application for our information as HRA covers all of Clay County and includes Hawley.

Gunkelman stated that there is an EDA/EDA Advisors meeting scheduled for February 3, 2020 at 6:45 p.m.

Mork gave the Council an update on the January 15th Emergency Response District Board meeting. HERT, Inc. had 318 Calls for Service in 2019 of which 192 were within the Hawley city limits. HERT is looking for new members.

Mork gave the Council an update on the January 15th Fire District Board meeting. The Fire Department had 69 Calls for Service in 2019 of which 23 were within the Hawley city limits. The fire department has their new fire truck and will be selling an old truck. One Township has rejected the proposed agreement for a new fire hall and wants to see new language in the agreement. Hawley Township is looking into it.

The Council reviewed the Request for Qualifications & Proposals for Architectural, Inspection, Planning Services for Fire Hall Addition. The proposals are due back to the City by February 14th.

Mork reported that the Liquor Store sales for 2019 were $1,253,388.76, up $30,000 from last year. Cash ahead of expenditures for 2019 was $3,872.80.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the quote from Indigo Signworks, Inc. in the amount of $2,600 to repair the electronic sign at the Hawley Liquor Store. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

It was noted that the liquor store sign was purchased in 2012.

The Council reviewed the February 2020 City of Hawley Newsletter. Eldred noted that Hawley residents will be receiving 2020 Census materials around March 12th. Residents who use their physical address for mail delivery will get a mailed paper Census request to complete their Census on-line or request a paper Census. Residents who have a PO Box mailing address will get a hand delivered Census packet at their door. There is a Minnesota Presidential Nomination Primary election on March 3, 2020 at the Hawley Community Center. Voters can apply for and vote absentee anytime until just prior to March 3rd. Application forms for absentee ballots are available at City Hall.

Eldred reported that the City Auditors will be here January 21-23.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the following consent items:
   -01/06/20 minutes
   -Committee of the Whole Summary 1-6-20
   -12/12/19 PUC minutes
   -December 2019 Fund Balance Report
   -MN LTAP Training
   -Clay County Joint Powers Intergovernmental Retreat Jan 24
   -LMC 2020 Legislative Conference
   -PartnerSHIP 4 Health Jan Newsletter
   -WCI Community Planning Grant
   -SRTS Demonstration Project & Assistance Opportunity
   -LMC Public Safety Article
   -January/February 2020 Meeting Calendars
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

A motion was made by Eldred, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the following accounts payable:
	76207
	The Equitable
	Deferred Comp
	$725.29

	76228
	City of Moorhead
	Intergovernmental Retreat Registration
	$90.00

	76230
	Northview Bank
	Interest Payment for GO Bond
	$5,088.00

	76231
	Tactical Solutions
	Radar Certification
	$209.00

	76232
	ANJAAM Holdings
	Fuel
	$2,806.65

	76233
	Arvig Communications
	Phone/Internet
	$684.02

	76240
	Mn Public Facilities Authority
	Loan Payment
	$10,032.85

	76241
	Premium Waters, Inc.
	Contract Maint
	$48.65

	76243
	Sturdevants
	Fire Dept & Plow Truck Supplies
	$128.02

	76247
	Culinex
	Community Center Fridge
	$2,500.00

	76248
	Ameripride Services
	Contract Maint
	$107.37

	76249
	Artisan Beer Company
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$161.10

	76250
	Bergseth Bros.
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$7,699.70

	76251
	Beverage Wholesalers
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$4,819.48

	76252
	Breakthru Beverage MN
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$2,493.19

	76253
	ByteSpeed
	New Police Computer
	$944.00

	76254
	City of Hawley
	2014 PD Interfund Loan Payoff
	$149,848.88

	76255
	Clay County Connections
	Liquor Store Advertising
	$40.00

	76256
	Clay Co Sheriffs Office
	eCitations Software Maint
	$610.80

	76257
	Coca Cola
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$207.25

	76258
	Community Coop of Lake Park
	Skid Steer Repair
	$33.32

	76259
	D-S Beverages
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$8,501.37

	76260
	Dacotah Paper Co.
	Liquor Store Supplies
	$224.57

	76261
	Defiant Distributors
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$648.00

	76262
	DigiCom Technologies
	Liquor Store Computer Equipment
	$187.91

	76263
	Fuchs Sanitation
	Garbage/Recycling
	$19,582.71

	76264
	Hawley Herald
	Police Advertising
	$100.00

	76265
	Historical & Cultural Society
	Annual Subscription
	$125.00

	76266
	Hi-Ten Plumbing & Water Cond
	Toilet Repair
	$118.50

	76267
	Jim Hirt Trucking
	Liquor Store Freight
	$246.50

	76268
	Johnson Brothers Liquor Co.
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$1,929.58

	76269
	Johnson Jet-Line
	Storm Sewer & Sanitary Sewer Jetting
	$34,429.22

	76270
	Marco Technologies
	Police Copier Contract
	$45.06

	76271
	Mn Council of Airports
	Membership Dues
	$150.00

	76272
	Mid-Central Ice LLC
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$13.60

	76273
	Minnkota Recycling
	Recycling
	$448.44

	76274
	MN Police & Peace Officers Assn
	Membership Dues
	$250.00

	76275
	Paustis Wine Company
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$2,372.67

	76276
	Phillips Wine & Spirits
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$1,274.09

	76277
	Small Lot MN
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$339.30

	76278
	Southern Glazers of MN
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$2,160.92

	76279
	Teamsters Local Union 120
	Police Union Dues
	$286.00

	76280
	The Forum
	Subscription Renewal
	$188.76

	76281
	Toshiba Business Solutions
	Contract Maint
	$135.00

	76282
	Vinocopia
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$1,750.60

	76283
	Wine Merchants
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$144.00

	76284
	Zabinski Business Services
	Liquor Store Computer Support
	$300.00

	76285
	City of Hawley
	Fire District Expenses
	$27,750.00

	Dir Pay
	Payroll
	01/06/20 Payroll
	$21,295.16

	WireTrnsf
	PERA
	01/06/20 Payroll
	$6,418.15

	WireTrnsf
	State of MN
	01/06/20 Payroll
	$1,241.70

	WireTrnsf
	IRS
	01/06/20 Payroll
	$5,754.55

	WireTrnsf
	Health Savings Account
	01/06/20 Payroll
	$838.92

	
	
	Total
	$328,527.85


The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

Mork thanked the city staff for their efforts on snow removal this winter. Residents are urged to help clear the snow around fire hydrants, and to keep the snow and ice cleared from their gas meters.

Backlund stated that there is a temporary road closure on Hartford Street between the Hartford Homes apartment building and Leonard Street due to drifting/blowing snow.

A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the proposed new Fire Hall. Gunkelman stated that Eglon Township has rejected the proposed agreement and wants to see language in the agreement that forms a 7 person (1 individual from each entity) group to be in charge of all building decisions, and all decisions need to be unanimous. Eglon Township also wants a total project cost of $1.2 million (rather than $1.3 million as in the last proposed agreement) and a cap of $850,000 on the building. 

Baer stated that one individual cannot legally obligate his/her entity to these expenses.

The Council expressed frustration in the amount of time spent and the lack of progress made on the proposed project. It was noted that the city has sent out RFP's to explore the option of adding on/remodeling the existing Fire Hall. The proposal states that the completion date for the study is May 18, 2020.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ness questioned if the City has considered building a multi-use facility. Joy stated that the Council is leaving all options open, but currently the Council has been talking about expending $650,000 for the proposed new Fire Hall/Fire Hall Addition. A multi-use facility would be significantly more expensive.

There being no further business at 6:30 p.m. it was moved by Gunkelman, seconded by Eldred that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

Attest:



______________________                      ______________________
James Joy                                                 Lisa Jetvig
Mayor                                                        Clerk Treasurer
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