HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
MARCH 16, 2020

The regularly scheduled semi-monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Monday, March 16, 2020 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Joy with the following members present: James Joy, Sean Mork, Ben Gunkelman, Jonathan Donnelly and Brad Eldred. Also present were Clerk Treasurer Lisa Jetvig, Attorney Zenas Baer, Police Chief Joe Backlund, and Brian Opsahl.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Eldred to approve the amended agenda. Ayes: All. 

Opsahl, Certified Public Accountant with Brady Martz and Associates, presented the Council with the City of Hawley's 2019 audit. There were no difficulties in performing the audit and it is a clean audit report. The City is in a good cash position with more than 6 months of expenditures in the unassigned General Fund balance of approximately $1.5 million. The total General Fund balance is approximately $3 million. The budget to actual in the General Fund came in with a $51,000 positive fund increase.

Opsahl reported that all Proprietary Funds ended with positive unrestricted fund balances, and positive changes in net position (with the exception of the sewer fund due to depreciation). The liquor store had an operating income of $43,000, and income of $26,000 after interest and transfers.

Opsahl stated that the internal controls they reviewed are all acting as designed and being implemented properly.

Eldred reported that 177 ballots were cast at the City of Hawley poll for the Presidential Primary Election.

A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the COVID-19 Emergency Declarations 3-16-2020 Items for Consideration Hawley City Council.  

A motion was made by Donnelly, seconded by Joy to close the Hawley Community Center for walking, but continue to rent out the building to small groups, except for the kitchen. Ayes: Joy, Mork, Donnelly. Nays: Gunkelman, Eldred.

The Committee of the Whole is meeting with Fuchs Sanitation tonight regarding the garbage contract negotiations. It was questioned if negotiations should continue at this time or if an extension could be done to the current contract.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman to postpone the March 30, 2020 Public Informational Meetings regarding the Safe Routes to School and Phase 3 Infrastructure projects. Information will be mailed out to affected residents. Ayes: All. 

The April 1, 2020 Hawley Area Fire District meeting will be postponed to May 13, 2020.

It was questioned if the Council should continue to meet twice a month. The matter will be re-visited at the April 6th meeting.

As of now the April 20, 2020 Tax Abatement Public Hearing could still be held as it is expected that only 2 additional people will be in attendance.

City staff will continue to work as long as they are healthy. City Hall currently has 6' spacing between counters and customers, and has the option to use the old walk up teller window in the entry way if City Hall lobby is closed. Customers also have the option to use the drop box in the entry way and on-line utility bill viewing/payments.

The liquor store is maintaining regular business hours and is using extra safety/cleaning precautions.

Backlund reported that the Police Department is using extra precautions to limit themselves from exposure so they can better serve the entire community. The School Resource Officer is being rotated back into the schedule now that school is not is session.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to contact Small Town Labs requesting that the City of Hawley's contract with them for the promotion, economic development, etc. of the City of Hawley be pushed back. Ayes: All. 

The architectural study of the Fire Hall will be kept on schedule if possible.

The FM MetroCOG new Zoning & Subdivision Ordinance will be worked on as time allows.

Baer stated that the Council has no legal duty at this time to make an Emergency Declaration for the City. We will follow the recommendations/mandates of the Governor.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve RESOLUTION 20-05 Resolution Calling a Public Hearing on the Approval of Tax Abatement for Tony's Super Valu New Hardware Store. Ayes: All.

Gunkelman gave the Council an update on the March 10, 2020 EDA/EDA Advisors meeting. A survey regarding Hawley's strengths for marketing and promoting the City of Hawley will be included with the April 1st utility bills.

Mork stated that the Public Informational Meetings for the proposed SRTS and Phase 3 projects have been postponed. Information and comment sheets will be sent out to all residents in the vicinity of these projects.  This information will also be posted on the City website.

Donnelly reminded residents to respond to the 2020 census. Proper response to the census from Minnesota "snowbirds" is crucial to our state achieving a full and accurate count. All residents can respond/complete the census on line at my2020census.gov or by calling 844-330-2020 and using their physical address.

A motion was made by Donnelly, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the 03/13/20 letter of resignation from Liquor Store Clerk Darcy Irizarry. Ayes: All. 

Donnelly stated that the Committee of the Whole is meeting with Fuchs Sanitation after the Council meeting regarding the renewal of the garbage contract.

The Minnesota Lawful Gambling Application for Exempt Permit submitted by the Mn Deer Hunters Association Clay-Wilkin Chapter was tabled as their 04/18/20 event has been postponed. 

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the following consent items:
   -03/02/20 minutes
   -Committee of the Whole Summaries 3-2-20 & 3-9-20 & 2-27-20
   -February 2020 Fund Balance Report
   -Heartland Extension State Capitol Advocacy Team Update
   -MAOSC - March 6 bulletin
   -SBDC March Newsletter
   -Rural Cities & County Roundtable March 19
   -March/April 2020 Meeting Calendars
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]It was discussed that for the purchase/renewal of all CD's Clerk Treasurer Jetvig contacts both local banks regarding interest rates, maturity, etc. All information is documented. Jetvig is the only employee authorized to manage investments/transfers of funds. The Council and PUC Commission are provided with a Fund Balance report every month. The city's financial statements are audited every year. The Mayor's signature stamp is used on all checks as authorized by resolution of the Council. Baer stated that it is a very common practice to use a signature stamp for checks.

A motion was made by Eldred, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the following accounts payable:
	40709
	Valley Premier Bank
	PUC CD
	$275,000.00

	76444
	The Equitable
	Withholding
	$720.95

	76447
	Creative Product Sourcing, Inc.
	Police Dept Supplies (T-shirts)
	$851.62

	76463
	City of Hawley
	Airport Courtesy Car Registration
	$54.25

	76465
	ANJAAM Holdings
	Police Vehicle Maint
	$273.00

	76466
	Arvig Communications
	Phone & Internet
	$693.59

	76468
	Business Essentials
	Office Supplies
	$529.90

	76474
	Herzog Roofing
	City Hall Maint
	$272.50

	76484
	Sturdevants
	Repairs
	$34.99

	76490
	Verizon Wireless
	Cell Phones
	$104.52

	76496
	Alex Air Apparatus Inc.
	Fire Dept Supplies
	$55.81

	76497
	Ameripride Services
	Contract Maint
	$142.96

	76498
	Artisan Beer Company
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$229.95

	76499
	Bergseth Bros
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$1,456.50

	76500
	Beverage Wholesalers
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$2,363.82

	76501
	Breakthru Beverage MN
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$730.15

	76502
	Clay County Auditor/Treasurer
	Street Maint
	$378.00

	76503
	Coca-Cola
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$352.60

	76504
	D-S Beverages, Inc.
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$3,837.35

	76505
	Dacotah Paper Co
	Liquor Store Supplies
	$162.89

	76506
	Drastic Measures Brewing
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$280.00

	76507
	Elaine Kluck
	Election Judge Pay
	$198.00

	76508
	ExpressLane
	Fuel
	$1,442.49

	76509
	Fuchs Sanitation
	Garbage Service & Recycling
	$19,344.26

	76510
	Glenna Tuil-Head Judge
	Election Judge Pay & Mileage
	$238.00

	76511
	Hawley Herald
	Publishing
	$1,490.00

	76512
	Henry's Foods
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$543.93

	76513
	Interstate All Battery Center
	Fire Dept Supplies
	$229.30

	76514
	Jim Hirt Trucking Inc.
	Liquor Store Freight
	$283.40

	76515
	Johnson Brothers Liquor Co.
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$3,555.73

	76516
	Justin Martin
	Reimb for Fire Dept Supplies
	$1,171.01

	76517
	Lge Mn Cities Insurance Trust
	Property Insurance
	$60,339.00

	76518
	Mid-Central Ice, LLC
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$13.60

	76519
	Mid-States Wireless
	Fire Dept Supplies
	$132.00

	76520
	Mn Pollution Control Agency
	Water Permit-Wastewater & Airport
	$1,850.00

	76521
	Mn State Comm/Tech College
	Fire Dept Training
	$3,255.00

	76522
	Mn State Fire Dept Assoc
	Membership Dues
	$225.00

	76523
	Muscatell Burns
	Police Vehicle Maint
	$97.21

	76524
	Paul Skoglund
	Reimb for Police Vehicle Gas
	$20.59

	76525
	Paustis Wine Company
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$1,618.75

	76526
	Pearl Spillum
	Election Judge Pay
	$176.00

	76527
	Phillips Wine & Spirits
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$2,194.28

	76528
	Premium Waters Inc.
	Contract Maint
	$78.20

	76529
	RDO Equipment
	Snow Removal Equipment Repairs
	$2,792.45

	76530
	Renee Dickhaus
	Election Judge Pay & Mileage
	$187.00

	76531
	Rungers Heating & AC
	Downtown Business Center Furnace
	$4,850.00

	76532
	Small Lot MN
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$408.96

	76533
	Small Town Labs
	Economic Development Planning
	$1,119.33

	76534
	Southern Glazers MN
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$2,130.77

	76535
	Sweeney Controls Co.
	Sanitary Sewer Supplies
	$92.84

	76536
	The Lockshop
	Police Dept Supplies  
	$95.00

	76537
	US Bank
	Supplies, Repairs, Travel
	$1,899.90

	76538
	Wine Merchants
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$744.00

	76539
	Zenas Baer Law Office
	Legal Services
	$794.40

	76540
	RDO Equipment
	Fire Dept Equipment
	$300.00

	Dir Pay
	Payroll
	03/02/20 Payroll
	$18,971.15

	WireTrnsf
	PERA
	03/02/20 Payroll
	$5,675.63

	WireTrnsf
	State of MN
	03/02/20 Payroll
	$1,042.75

	WireTrnsf
	IRS
	03/02/20 Payroll
	$4,995.33

	WireTrnsf
	Health Savings Account
	03/02/20 Payroll
	$814.35

	
	
	Total
	$433,934.96


The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All. 

It was noted that the property/casualty insurance premium is included in the accounts payable and there is a 20% increase in the premium.

The Council urged the public to exercise caution and take care of themselves during this COVID-19 pandemic. Updates can be found on the CDC website. A link to the site will be available on the City of Hawley website.

There being no further business at 6:30 p.m. it was moved by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: All. 

Attest:



______________________                      ______________________
James Joy                                                 Lisa Jetvig
Mayor                                                        Clerk Treasurer
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