HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL EMERGENCY MEETING MINUTES
MARCH 19, 2020

Pursuant to due notice and call an emergency meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Thursday, March 19, 2020 in the City Council Chambers to specifically talk about COVID-19 measures/safety issues. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Joy with the following members present: James Joy, Sean Mork, Ben Gunkelman, Jonathan Donnelly and Brad Eldred. Also present were Clerk Treasurer Lisa Jetvig, Police Chief Joe Backlund, Public Works Director Kevin Berg, Liquor Store Manager Michael Friesen, Marc Ness, and Attorney Zenas Baer via telephone.

A discussion ensued regarding the potential closing of the Community Center and the Recycling Center. The Governor has mandated the closing of all recreation centers, community centers, etc. The corona virus can survive on the surface of recyclable materials such as cardboard and plastic for up to 4 days. Baer stated that the Council is well within their rights to close the facilities.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to close the Hawley Community Center and the Hawley Recycling Center until further notice. Ayes: All.

Staff was directed to lock the two facilities, wait a week, and then thoroughly clean both facilities.

The Council reviewed the draft City of Hawley Proclamation and Declaration of Emergency as prepared by Attorney Baer. Baer stated that the emergency declaration would mandate that City Council, PUC Commission, etc. meetings be held by telephone or other electronic means until it is practical and prudent to resume in-person meetings, and it would give City staff some direction in where the Council wants them to go in efforts to facilitate safety of staff and the public. Baer further stated that an emergency declaration may be necessary for compliance in requesting/receiving any federal aid that may become available due to the COVID-19 emergency.

It was noted that the "City Administrator" should be replaced by "Clerk Treasurer" in the WHEREAS sections of the declaration.  Mayor James Joy is the Emergency Management Director.  The THEREFORE section, where the Council is directing action, directs City Staff and City Departments to work under the Emergency Management Director and make reviews and recommendations to the Council. 


Baer informed the Council that the emergency declaration does not expand the power of any city staff beyond the reviewing of ordinances and regulatory requirements, operations, civil and legal proceedings, events, and resources to determine whether the foregoing should be adjusted or suspended, and to make recommendations regarding additional emergency regulations to support the employees and residents of the City of Hawley. The City Council still has to act on all resolutions, motions, etc.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman to approve Resolution 20-06, the City of Hawley Proclamation and Declaration of Emergency, with the "City Administrator" being replaced by "Clerk Treasurer", and the "Requests that" be removed from Item #6. Ayes: All. 

Liquor Store Manager Michael Friesen informed the Council that the liquor store is operating under Hawley Liquors Pandemic - COVID-19 Response and Guidelines Level 3: Normal departmental operations, Protective equipment is utilized by staff responding as needed, Postings for customers on Pandemic Level and City/Liquor Store activities, Continue active communication (weekly update) from management to staff, Implement infection control/containment activities (social distancing, etc.), and Updated communication to City Clerk and Liquor Committee.

Jetvig stated that the City Hall lobby has been closed to the public and staff is assisting one customer at a time through the walk-up teller window in the entryway.

Berg informed the Council that the public works staff is practicing social distancing and has discussed ways to proceed if they are required to enter a residence for a gas leak, etc.

Backlund stated that he has given his officers instructions on how to proceed during this emergency.

Citizens were reminded that nothing other than toilet paper can be flushed down the sanitary sewer system.

The Council reviewed the 03/19/20 e-mail from Nancy Gunderson, Clay County Assessor, regarding procedural changes for the upcoming Local Boards of Appeal and Equalization. To assist in keeping with the CDC guidelines, County attendance at the LBAE meeting this year will be virtual.





There being no further business at 6:15 p.m. it was moved by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman that the emergency meeting be adjourned. Ayes: All. 

Attest:


______________________                      ______________________
James Joy                                                 Lisa Jetvig
Mayor                                                        Clerk Treasurer
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