HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
APRIL 6, 2020

The regularly scheduled semi-monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Monday, April 6, 2020 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Joy with the following members present: James Joy, Sean Mork, Ben Gunkelman and Brad Eldred. Absent: Jonathan Donnelly. Also present were Clerk Treasurer Lisa Jetvig, Attorney Zenas Baer, Public Works Director Kevin Berg and Police Chief Joe Backlund. 

Joy read into the record the Notice of Meeting by Telephone or Other Electronic Means. In accordance with the requirements of Minn. Stat. Section 13D.021, James Joy, the Mayor, has determined that an in person meeting is not practical or prudent because of a health pandemic or an emergency declared under Chapter 12 of the Minnesota Statutes. Because of the health pandemic and emergency declaration, it has been determined that attendance at the regular meeting location by members of the public is not feasible. Some or all of the City Council members may be participating by telephone or other electronic means. Members of the public may monitor the meeting by using GOTOMEETING connections with options for use of computer or cell phones."

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Eldred to approve the amended agenda. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

Lynae Schenck logged into the meeting, via computer, with a request that the Council purchase an ad in the 2020 Gateway to the Lakes publication. The cost of a full page ad is $995. It was the feeling of the Council that Small Town Labs, our economic development consultant, would be asked to develop the content of the ad and article.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman to purchase a full page ad for $995 in the 2020 Gateway to the Lakes publication. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Joy informed the Council that a Fire District grant has been applied for under the City of Hawley using the City's Federal ID#.  Jetvig signed the grant application as the deadline for the grant was prior to the Council meeting.  It was questioned if these fire grants should be applied for under the Fire District and their own Federal ID#.   It was noted that the Fire District only meets once a quarter. The City is the fiscal agent for the Fire District. Baer stated that technically, the grant application should be approved by the City Council prior to signing, but if the deadline for the grant application is prior to the next scheduled City Council meeting, it can be approved after the fact. 

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the Federal Assistance to Firefighter Grant Application ID: EMW-2019-FG-04988. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

Joy stated that the City Council will be holding a Public Hearing on to consider a Property Tax Abatement on Monday, April 20, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. The Public Hearing relates to the use of property tax abatement up to $32,400 in costs associated with the expansion of Tony's Super Valu by the addition of a new hardware store.   Electronic/telephonic means will be used at the meeting for citizen input.

The Council reviewed the quotes for the purchase of two 2020 John Deere 72" deck, zero turn lawn mowers, with the trade in of the 2017 John Deere Z950R and the 2018 John Deere 1550 mowers: RDO Equipment for $2,882 after trade ins, and True North Equipment for $1,300 after trade ins.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Mork to approve the quote from True North Equipment for the purchase of two 2020 John Deere Z970R, 35HP, 72" deck, Suspension Seat & Tweels lawn mowers for $1,300 after trade ins, as recommended by Public Works Director Berg. Ayes: 3. Absent: 1. Abstain: Eldred.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Mork to re-hire Seasonal Parks employee Justin Bentley as recommended by Public Works Director Berg. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Gunkelman informed the Council that Berg is recommending that Bentley be moved to Step 2 of the Part-Time pay scale. It was discussed that it is the city's policy that part-time employees move a step after they have worked 2000 hours. It was noted that Bentley received a very favorable review from Berg and there is value to the city that he has experience and will not require any training. The total payroll difference for this seasonal position would be approximately $150.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Mork to move Seasonal Parks employee Justin Bentley to Step 2 of the Part-Time pay scale, as recommended by Public Works Director Berg. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

The Council discussed having Clay County apply gravel/dust control to the city's gravel streets. The estimated cost is $3,500. It was questioned how much the quad diamond area will be used this year due to the COVID 19 pandemic.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Eldred to approve the agreement with Clay County to apply gravel/dust control to the City of Hawley gravel streets, with Public Works Director Berg using his discretion as to whether the quad diamond ballfields area should be done. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

Gunkelman stated that a City of Hawley Economic Development Survey was included with the April 1st utility bills. Residents are encouraged to fill out the survey and return it to City Hall.

Mork gave an update on the discussions with Fuchs Sanitation regarding garbage service in the city.  They propose to provide wheel cart services, 64-gallon “totes”, that can be dumped by a machine for regular residential and commercial services not needing a dumpster.   The transition to the totes would be done within the first year of the proposed 5-year contract.  The Council felt that the totes would be an improvement in service to our customers.   

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman to accept Fuchs Sanitation's Option 1 charges for wheeled cart services garbage service, and this rate information will be inserted into the City of Hawley contract language for a 5-year duration. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

Mork questioned if the recycling center should be re-opened. The Governor's order does not specifically close recycling centers.

A motion was made by Mork to re-open the recycling center, unmanned, and monitor the situation.

A discussion ensued regarding the length of time the virus can survive on the surface of recyclables. It was noted that opening the center could be seen as encouraging the violation of the Governor's Stay at Home order.

Mork withdrew his motion to re-open the recycling center.

Police Chief Backlund informed the Council that he has received favorable response regarding the School Resource Officer. He would like to see the City of Hawley/Hawley Police Department enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the school district for 3-years for the School Resource Officer program.  He presented the Council with a draft MOU with the school and City sharing the cost of an officer 50/50.  

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the Memorandum of Understanding School Resource Officer Program, effective July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2023. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

Backlund informed the Council that the school has questioned if they should be billed for the School Resource Officer for the days that school is not in session due to the COVID 19 pandemic. Officer Steer has resumed normal patrol duties within the police department

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Eldred to credit the school for the days that Officer Steer will not be working as the School Resource Officer when the schools are closed due to the COVID 19 pandemic. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

Mork stated that the March 30th Public Informational meetings for the proposed Phase 3, Safe Routes to School, and 5th Street sidewalk projects were postponed due to the COVID 19 pandemic. Letters detailing each project have been mailed to affected property owners, along with comment sheets that residents can fill out and return to City Hall. Information on the projects can also be found on the City website.

Baer recommended that the Council furlough the Recycling Assistant employee as the recycling center has been closed due to the COVID 19 pandemic.   He may then be eligible for some of the benefits being offered during this time.

A motion was made by Eldred, seconded by Gunkelman to furlough Recycling Assistant Wayne Knauss while the recycling center is closed due to the COVID 19 pandemic. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

A motion was made by Eldred, seconded by Mork to approve the Maintenance Agreement with Clay County for street maintenance of the city's gravel roads for $775.00 per mile, effective July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

Eldred reported that the City of Hawley 2020 Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting will be held on Monday, April 20, 2020 at 4:30 p.m. Due to the COVID 19 pandemic, it will be an electronic/telephonic meeting. Residents that have questions regarding the valuation/classification of their property should call the Clay County Assessor's Office to make an appointment. Details regarding the electronic/telephonic procedure will be available on the City website.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the following consent items:
   -03/16/20 minutes
   -03/19/20 Emergency Meeting minutes
   -Committee of the Whole Summaries 3-16-20
   -PUC minutes 2-19-20
   -MAOSC - March 13 & 20 & 27 bulletins
   -USDA Community Facilities Program
   -Hawley Township Notices: recording 4-rod roads; Dust Control Policy
   -Clay County Public Health Guidance for Safe Food Handling email
   -April/May 2020 Meeting Calendars
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

A motion was made by Eldred, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the following accounts payable:
	76494
	Nationwide Retirement Solutions
	Withholding
	$10.95

	76495
	The Equitable
	Withholding
	$750.00

	76542
	Hawley Fireman's Relief Assoc
	Fire State Aid from 2018
	$30,045.79

	76543
	State Agency of Hawley
	Airport Liability Insurance
	$1,795.00

	76544
	Verizon Wireless
	Police Cell Phones & Data Cards
	$353.46

	76546
	Raymond Reading
	Refund Community Center Rent
	$200.00

	76547
	Cliff Massey
	Hangar Deposit Refund
	$162.00

	76549
	State of Mn, Dept of Public Safety
	Airport Hazardous Chemical Permit
	$25.00

	76551
	The Equitable
	Withholding
	$722.04

	76553
	Ameripride Services
	Contract Maint
	$112.37

	76554
	Artisan Beer Company
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$73.80

	76555
	Bergseth Bros
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$15,510.50

	76556
	Beverage Wholesalers
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$5,140.18

	76557
	Breakthru Beverage MN
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$2,772.79

	76558
	Carlos Creek Winery
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$162.00

	76559
	Clay County Attorney
	Prosecution Services
	$1,083.33

	76560
	Coca-Cola
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$510.20

	76561
	D-S Beverages, Inc.
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$16,713.13

	76562
	Dacotah Paper Co
	Supplies  
	$336.82

	76563
	Henry's Foods
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$697.11

	76564
	Inbound Brewco
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$184.00

	76565
	Jack Pine Brewery
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$125.60

	76566
	Jim Hirt Trucking Inc.
	Liquor Store Freight
	$415.70

	76567
	Johnson Brothers Liquor Co.
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$6,939.58

	76568
	Mid-Central Ice, LLC
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$30.60

	76569
	Phillips Wine & Spirits
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$5,187.17

	76570
	Southern Glazers MN
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$3,320.20

	76571
	Vinocopia
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$781.38

	76572
	Medica
	Health Insurance
	$10,265.93

	76574
	ARCO
	After Hours Fuel
	$101.56

	76575
	Arvig Communication
	Police Programming Changes
	$202.50

	76576
	BradyMartz
	Audit
	$6,750.00

	76577
	Business Essentials
	Office Supplies
	$655.66

	76578
	ByteSpeed, LLC
	Council & Police Laptops
	$1,460.00

	76579
	CJ's Pet Center
	Animal Boarding
	$197.57

	76580
	Clay County Auditor/Treasurer
	Property Taxes
	$9,198.00

	76581
	Cullens Cleaning Service
	Police Dept Cleaning
	$180.00

	76582
	Electric Pump
	Lift Station Yearly Maintenance
	$1,660.00

	76583
	ExpressLane
	Fuel
	$947.84

	76584
	Fuchs Sanitation
	Garbage Service
	$18,419.97

	76585
	M-R Signs
	Street Signage
	$181.40

	76586
	Marco Technologies
	Contract Maint
	$45.06

	76587
	Med-Compass
	Fire Dept Fit Testing & Medical
	$215.00

	76588
	Minnkota Recycling
	Recycling
	$292.62

	76589
	Muscatell Burns
	Vehicle Repairs & Maint
	$680.68

	76590
	Mutual of Omaha
	Life Insurance
	$50.21

	76591
	Nile, Inc.
	Fire Dept Bldg Professional Services
	$3,500.00

	76592
	Petro Serve USA
	Fuel for Off-Road Equipment
	$1,330.15

	76593
	Premium Waters, Inc.
	Contract Maint
	$33.15

	76594
	Public Utilities Commission
	Utilities
	$4,506.96

	76595
	RDO Equipment
	Fire Dept Vehicle Maint/Repairs
	$1,150.76

	76596
	Sign Post
	Police Vehicle Signage
	$685.00

	76597
	Small Town Labs
	Economic Development Professional Services
	$1,218.33

	76598
	Sturdevants
	Supplies, Repairs
	$654.30

	76599
	Team Lab
	Street Patch
	$625.00

	76600
	Teamsters Local Union 120
	Police Union Dues-2 months
	$572.00

	76601
	Tony's Super Valu
	Supplies, STS
	$62.74

	76602
	Ulen Building Supplies
	Fire Dept Building Door Repairs
	$104.55

	76603
	Wild Rice Electric
	Airport Utilities
	$465.11

	76604
	Zenas Baer Law Office
	Legal Services
	$731.63

	76605
	AFLAC
	Withholding
	$222.43

	76606
	NCPERS
	Withholding
	$48.00

	76607
	RDO Equipment
	Repairs
	$109.58

	76608
	Reliance Standard Life Ins.
	Withholding
	$48.72

	76609
	Verizon Wireless
	Cell Phones
	$134.52

	Dir Pay
	Payroll
	03/16/20 Payroll
	$27,376.09

	Dir Pay
	Payroll
	03/30/20 Payroll
	$18,739.50

	WireTrnsf
	PERA
	03/16/20 Payroll
	$6,211.33

	WireTrnsf
	State of Mn
	03/16/20 Payroll
	$1,660.61

	WireTrnsf
	IRS
	03/16/20 Payroll
	$7,718.36

	WireTrnsf
	Health Savings Account
	03/16/20 Payroll
	$842.70

	WireTrnsf
	PERA
	03/30/20 Payroll
	$5,546.38

	WireTrnsf
	State of Mn
	03/30/20 Payroll
	$1,019.75

	WireTrnsf
	IRS
	03/30/20 Payroll
	$4,873.44

	WireTrnsf
	Health Savings Account
	03/30/20 Payroll
	$814.02

	
	
	Total
	$236,669.81


The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Joy informed the Council that he has been invited to participate in an area Mayor's zoom meeting to discuss the COVID 19 pandemic.

A discussion ensued regarding the condition of 15th Street. Berg will stay in contact with Engineer Hajicek regarding the matter.






There being no further business at 6:30 p.m. it was moved by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Attest:



______________________                      ______________________
James Joy                                                 Lisa Jetvig
Mayor                                                        Clerk Treasurer
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