HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
MAY 18, 2020

The regularly scheduled semi-monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Monday, May 18, 2020 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Joy with the following members present: James Joy, Sean Mork, Ben Gunkelman, Jonathan Donnelly and Brad Eldred. Also present were Clerk Treasurer Lisa Jetvig, Attorney Zenas Baer, Police Chief Joe Backlund, Public Works Director Kevin Berg and Engineer Tyson Hajicek.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the agenda as presented. Ayes: All.

Hajicek informed the Council that the City of Hawley has been on the Mn Public Facilities Authority Project Priority List for several years for our phased infrastructure improvement projects. The proposed 2021 Phase 3 project is the final phase and we need to request the project be put on the Intended Use Plan for potential funding through the Clean Water and/or Drinking Water Revolving Funds. The biggest benefit to receiving PFA funding is the low interest.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Mork to request that the City of Hawley's Phase 3 infrastructure improvement project be placed on the Mn Public Facilities Authority Intended Use Plan for the 2021 Clean Water Revolving Fund for $1,310,000. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Mork to request that the City of Hawley's Phase 3 infrastructure improvement project be placed on the Mn Public Facilities Authority Intended Use Plan for the 2021 Drinking Water Revolving Fund for $3,650,000. Ayes: All. 

The Council reviewed the 05/08/20 e-mail from the Mn Pollution Control Agency regarding a permit modification to the City of Hawley Wastewater Treatment Facility permit in regards to measuring phosphorus mass. Hajicek stated that the minor modification to the permit will give the city more flexibility for discharging.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Mork to approve the minor modifications recommended by Mn Pollution Control Agency to the City of Hawley's Wastewater Treatment Facility NPDES/SDS Permit (MN0020338).  Ayes: All.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the condition of 15th Street which is currently closed. Hajicek informed the Council that the southern portion is pretty firm with frost out and stabilizing (since last walked at the beginning of May), but the north end is poor/unstable under the Otta seal, which is similar to most township roads right now. Hajicek explained that the expectations of an Otta seal cannot be compared to the reconstruction of a street/normal paved street as that work was not done because of the very high cost to dig out all the black dirt/poor soils within this roadway (maybe as deep as 6' to 8'). Hajicek explained that no promises were made about the effectiveness of the Otta seal. The hope was to get a passable street that would shed water and help with dust control. Hajicek recommended that the road stay closed and he will continue to monitor it. Hajicek said he will respond in writing to the questions regarding the street from Gunkelman’s email.

The Council reviewed the 2020 Water/Wastewater Monthly Totals report.  It was noted that the sanitary sewer system appears to have had a lot of infiltration and high flows last month.

The Council reviewed the Hawley Motor Vehicle COVID-19 Update May 18, 2020 report. As of today, we started doing title transfers, etc in addition to renewals using the walk-up window in the entrance. Mork stated that he would like to see Step #3 of limited access up to 2 customers with face covering in the lobby put into place as soon as possible. It was noted that we are getting a quote to install more permanent barriers to the work stations in City Hall.  

It was discussed that Governor Walz issued an Executive Order requiring all businesses in Minnesota to have a COVID-19 Preparedness Plan. The Council reviewed the city's proposed plan that was developed using information from League of Minnesota Cities, MN DEED, CDC, MN Department of Health, Department of Labor and Industry, and other Cities.

A motion was made by Donnelly, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the COVID-19 Preparedness Plan for City of Hawley 5-12-2020. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Donnelly, seconded by Mork to open the Hawley Community Center for rental to groups of 10 or less who use social distancing. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Donnelly, seconded by Mork to open the playground equipment in the city parks. The restrooms and drinking fountains will remain closed. Staff will not be sanitizing the playground equipment. Ayes: All.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Donnelly to approve the 2020 Clean Up Days in Hawley of July 9th for Thursday garbage customers and July 13th for Monday garbage customers. Ayes: All. 

Residents are asked to not put any garbage on the curbs prior to July 4th.

Joy gave the Council a Public Utilities Commission update. Additional fuel assistance funds have become available due to the COVID-19 pandemic. An informational letter regarding the fuel assistance has been sent to all our residential utility customers.

Mork noted that the Fire District meeting is scheduled for May 27th. It was questioned if the meeting should be held at this time, if it needs to be limited to 10 people in attendance, and if it is going to be held if it should be moved to the Community Center. It was discussed that the 10 people meeting limit does not apply to government entities.

The Hawley Area Fire District meeting will be held in the City council chambers on May 27, 2020 at 8:00 p.m. as scheduled.

Mork announced that Police Chief Backlund has been appointed as the Finance Committee Chairman for the Red River Regional Dispatch Center Board.

Backlund informed the Council that the parents of the Hawley High School class of 2020 have requested to have a car parade for the graduating seniors on May 23rd at 2:00 P.M. The route will be similar to the route used for the HERT 5K walk/run. Backlund stated that he is working that day and the parade will be kept as safe as possible.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Donnelly to approve a car parade for the graduating seniors on May 23, 2020 at 2:00 p.m., per Police Chief Backlund's recommendations. Ayes: All. 

Donnelly stated that the City Hall flooring project is completed so the funds for the project can be released from Committed Funds.  Since the project came in well under budget due to the City staff doing the work, the remaining funds can be transferred into the Fire Building Committed Funds.

A motion was made by Donnelly, seconded by Mork to approve City of Hawley RESOLUTION 20-08 Approving Committed Fund Release & Transfer & Budget Adjustment. Ayes: All.

Eldred highlighted the terms of the Tax Abatement Development Contract for the tax abatement for the hardware store that was approved at the April 20, 2020 Hawley City Council meeting: 1) Construct a new facility on the development property, 2) Create 2 full time jobs within 24 months of operating at the new facility that pay wages and benefits totaling at least minimum wage, and 3) Total financial assistance to this Developer is not expected to exceed $150,000.

A motion was made by Eldred, seconded by Donnelly to approve the Tax Abatement Development Terms/Contract with Tony Huotte, Tony's Super Valu. Ayes: All.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the following consent items:
   -05/04/20 minutes
   -Committee of the Whole Summaries 5-4-20 & 5-11-20
   -April 2020 Fund Balance Report
   -04/08/20 Public Utilities Commission minutes
   -MAOSC Bulletins May 1 & 8
   -PartnerSHIP 4 Health resources to support walking & biking
   -MN DEED Guide for MN Small Businesses Who Need Help
   -WCI Newsletter & SBDC Newsletter
   -Annual Distributed Generation Report 2019
   -LMC Tips for Maintaining Civility & Providing Leadership
   -May/June 2020 Meeting Calendars
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Eldred, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the following accounts payable:
	76686
	Hawley Liquors
	Promotion-Gift Cards
	$200.00

	76723
	Yagco, LLC DBA Hefty Seeds
	Downtown Business Center Deposit Refund
	$231.00

	76725
	Arvig Communications
	Phone/Internet
	$598.36

	76739
	RDO Equipment
	Repairs/Supplies
	$110.48

	76742
	Sturdevants
	Supplies/Repairs
	$67.25

	76746
	The Equitable
	Withholding
	$723.12

	76750
	Artisan Beer Company
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$133.00

	76751
	Bergseth Bros.
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$11,560.55

	76752
	Beverage Wholesalers
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$8,863.30

	76753
	Breakthru Beverage
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$2,777.77

	76754
	Coca Cola
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$384.00

	76755
	Code 4 Services
	Police Equipment
	$74.80

	76756
	D-S Beverages
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$11,421.62

	76757
	Dacotah Paper
	Liquor Store Supplies
	$184.01

	76758
	Drastic Measures Brewing
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$288.00

	76759
	Drumconrath Brewing Co.
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$145.35

	76760
	Express Lane
	Fuel
	$1,165.01

	76761
	Fuchs Sanitation
	Recycling
	$896.00

	76762
	Granting Dreams
	Fire Dept Grant Writing
	$625.00

	76763
	Hawley Herald
	Publishing
	$1,946.16

	76764
	Heiman Fire Equipment
	Fire Dept Repairs
	$264.45

	76765
	Henry's Foods
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$764.52

	76766
	Inbound Brewco
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$242.00

	76767
	Jack Pine Brewery
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$132.00

	76768
	Jim Hirt Trucking
	Liquor Store Freight
	$416.60

	76769
	Johnson Brothers Liquor
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$5,742.69

	76770
	Lee Veterinary Clinic
	Animal Control
	$161.00

	76771
	M-R Signs
	Street Signage
	$324.59

	76772
	M Amundson
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$173.70

	76773
	Marco Technologies
	Contract Maintenance
	$45.06

	76774
	Med-Compass
	Exams & Fit Testing-Fire Dept
	$2,120.00

	76775
	Mid-Central Ice LLC
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$362.60

	76776
	Minnkota Recycling
	Recycling
	$35.00

	76777
	Mn Fire Service Certification
	Training
	$410.00

	76778
	Mn State Comm/Tech College
	Fire Dept Training
	$570.00

	76779
	O'Day Equipment
	Airport Fueling Maintenance
	$606.56

	76780
	Oenophilia
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$378.77

	76781
	Paustis Wine Company
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$944.00

	76782
	Phillips Wine & Spirits
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$3,793.91

	76783
	RDO Equipment
	Fire Dept Maint/Repairs
	$619.31

	76784
	Reardon Office Equipment
	Liquor Store Supplies
	$14.26

	76785
	Sams Club
	Membership Renewal
	$45.00

	76786
	Sanitation Products
	Street Sweeper Repairs
	$374.64

	76787
	Solum Towing
	Police Towing
	$100.00

	76788
	Southern Glazers
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$3,564.39

	76789
	State Agency of Hawley
	Airport Courtesy Car Insurance
	$883.00

	76790
	Tony's Super Valu
	Supplies   
	$124.80

	76791
	US Bank
	Flooring, Supplies
	$3,465.42

	76792
	Wine Merchants
	Mdse Held for Resale
	$1,588.72

	76793
	Zenas Baer Law Office
	Legal Services
	$1,587.27

	Dir Pay
	Payroll
	05/11/20 Payroll
	$17,704.93

	WireTrnsf
	PERA
	05/11/20 Payroll
	$5,495.90

	WireTrnsf
	State of MN
	05/11/20 Payroll
	$972.14

	WireTrnsf
	IRS
	05/11/20 Payroll
	$4,600.29

	WireTrnsf
	Health Savings Account
	05/11/20 Payroll
	$814.07

	
	
	Total
	$101,836.37


The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All.

A discussion ensued regarding the financial impact the COVID-19 pandemic is having on our local businesses. Mork stated that 75% of our businesses are bars, restaurants, and salons. He would like to see the Council send a letter to the Governor and our State Legislators requesting that all Hawley businesses be allowed to re-open as soon as possible with safety precautions.


A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Donnelly directing Jetvig to draft a letter to Governor Walz, Senator Eken, and Representative Marquart, to be signed by Mayor Joy, urging the Governor to allow businesses in the City of Hawley to reopen by Friday, May 22, 2020 with appropriate safety precautions. The draft will be sent to all Councilmembers for their review. Ayes: All.

There being no further business at 6:45 p.m. it was moved by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: All. 

Attest:



______________________                      ______________________
James Joy                                                 Lisa Jetvig
Mayor                                                        Clerk Treasurer
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